TOWN OF PLAIN DEALING REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
LEON SANDERS JR., MUNICIPAL COMPLEX
205 WEST PALMETTO AVENUE, PLAIN DEALING, LOUISIANA
Tuesday, June 9, 2026 - 6:00 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER - Mayor James Cook called the meeting to order at 6:05 PM

INVOCATION - Alderman Jeff Benson led all present in prayer

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - Alderman Louis Welch led the pledge of allegiance

ROLL CALL - Ms. Rolandria McCauley, Town Clerk

The roll call was conducted at 6:07 F.M. All of the members of the council
were present.

1. APPROVE AGENDA: Mayor Cook asked for a motion to approve the agenda. A
motion was made by Shanithia Gay to approve the agenda. A second to the motion
was given by Shavonda Gay. There was no public comment. This motion carried as
all members present voted in favor thereof.

2. APPROVE MINUTES: APPROVE MINUTES: Mayor Cook asked for a motion and a
second to approve the minutes of The May 12, 2026 meeting and dispense with the
reading. A motion was made by Shavonda Gay to approve the minutes and

seconded by Shanithia Gay. There were no public comments. All members voted in
favor thereof.

3. APPROVE EXPENSES: Mayor Cook asked for an approval for the expense report for
the month of April 2026. A motion was made by Jeff Benson and seconded by
Emily Jennings to approve the expense reports. This motion carried as all
members present voted in favor thereof. There were no public comments.

4. DEPARTMENT REPORT: The chief of Police reported that there were 306 calls to
the Police Department in May of 2026. There were 116 traffic stops and 196
criminal and civil calls. The chief states that the hot weather is here we are
advising residents to be mindful when working and being outside. While outside,
drink plenty of water and other hydrating fluid, try not to get overheated and stay in
the shade as much as possible. Know the signs of heat injuries and if you suspect
you have a heat injury contact 911 as soon as possible.

Water Superintendent Kevin Whitton informed the council that construction has
began at the sewer plant.

He also informed the council that he had gone to Gladewater Texas to inspect a
generator for purchase.



A. Arequest to amend the agenda to authorize the purchase of a 2014 Generac
generator from the Starrville Friendship Water Supply Corporation in
Gladewater Texas for the amount of $20,000. A motion was given by Jeff
Benson and seconded by Emily Jennings to amend the agenda. The Mayor
called for public comment, but there was none. This motion carried as all
members voted in favor thereof

B. A motionwas made by Emily Jennings and seconded by Lewis Welch to
authorize the purchase of the 2014 Generac generator from the Starrville
Friendship Water Supply Corporation for the amount of $20,000. There was no
public comment. This motion carried as all members voted in favor thereof.

OLD BUSINESS:

A.The board of aldermen will discuss changes to the be made to the special
events/ parade application. The council decided that there weren’t any
changes to be made. There were no public comments.

ORDINANCES

A. Public hearing on ORDINANCE 2 OF 2026- an ordinance to amend the salary of
the Town Clerk for the Town of Plain Dealing Louisiana. The Mayor opened the
floor for a public hearing. There were no comments. The Mayor declared the
public hearing as closed.

B. The board of aldermen will consider the Adoption of Ordinance No. 2 of
2026 - An ordinance to amend the salary of the Town Clerk for the Town of Plain
Dealing, Louisiana. A motion was made by Shavonda Gay and seconded by
Shanithia Gay to adopt ordinance number 2 of 2026. There were no public
comments. This motion carried as all members present voted in favor thereof.

C. Public hearing on ORDINANCE 3 OF 2026- an ordinance to increase the salary of
the Chief of Police for the Town of Plain Dealing Louisiana. The Mayor opened the
floor for a public hearing. There were no comments. The Mayor declared the
public hearing as closed.

D. The board of aldermen will consider the Adoption of Ordinance No. 3 of
2026 - An ordinance to increase the salary of the Chief of Police for the Town of
Plain Dealing, Louisiana. A motion was made by Jeff Benson and seconded
by Shavonda Gay to adopt ordinance number 3 of 2026. This motion
carried as all members voted in favor thereof. There were no public comments.



NEW BUSINESS

8.

10.

7. A. Adoption of resolution 10 of 2026- a resolution to adopt the millage rate
for the year of 2026. A motion was made by Shavonda Gay and seconded by
Shanithia Gay. The Mayor opened the floor for public comments prior to the vote,

but there were none. This motion carried as all members voted in favor of the
resolution.

B. The board of aldermen will consider the hiring of Robert Brady as a full-time
Officer with a starting rate of $15.00. He will replace Jeremy Carter who resigned
in April 2026. Jeff Benson gave a motion to hire Robert brady and Emily Jennings

gave a second. There were no public comments. This motion carried as all
members voted in favor thereof.

C. The board of aldermen will consider the hiring of Deaspria Harris as a full-time
Officer with a starting rate of $15.00. She will replace Justin Mickens who
resigned in May 2026. A m mation was given by Jeff Benson and seconded by
Emily Jennings. There were no public comments. This motion carried as all
members voted in favor thereof.

D. The board of aldermen consider resolution # 11 of 2026 — A Resolution to
Amend the Town of Plain Dealing’s Community Center Rule if approved Item 15 and
ltem 16 will be combined to now by “Iltem 15. Fee Waiver Policy. Any nonprofits with
designation of 501(c)(3) status, and all churches and civic organizations, requesting
a waiver of Community Center reservation fees may be granted such a waiver at the
discretion of the Town Council. Applicants approved for a fee waiver must still pay
the applicable security deposit as set forth in the Town’s fee schedule. The security
deposit will be refunded following an inspection of the Community Center by a Town
employee, provided no damages, policy violations, or other issues are identified.
Fee waivers are limited to one (1) waiver per calendar quarter for the same
applicant.” A motion was made by Emily Jennings and seconded by Shavonda Gay
to approve resolution # 11 of 2026. There was no public comment. The motion
carried is all members voted in favor thereof

COMMUNITY CENTER APPLICATIONS:
NONE

COUNCIL REMARKS:

Jeff Benson inquired about the possible combining of St. Mary’s water system with
Plain Dealing’ s water system.

MAYOR'S COMMENTS:



11. ADJOURN:
Louis Welch gave a motion to adjourn the meeting. Shavonda Gay seconded. This
motion carried as all members voted in favor thereof The meeting was adjourned
at 6:45P M.

In accordance with the American Disability Act, if you need special assistance, please
Contact Plain Dealing Town Hall at 318-326-4234 describing the assistance necessary.



