TOWN OF PLAIN DEALING REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
LEON SANDERS JR., MUNICIPAL COMPLEX
205 WEST PALMETTO AVENUE, PLAIN DEALING, LOUISIANA
Tuesday May 12, 2026 - 6:00 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER - Mayor James Cook called the meeting to order at 6:05 PM
INVOCATION - Attorney Doug Dominick let all present in prayer
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE — Alderman Louis Welch led the pledge of allegiance

ROLL CALL - Ms. Rolandria McCauley, Town Clerk
The roll call was conducted at 6:07 P.M. Alder lady Shanithia Gay, Alder lady
Emily Jennings, Alder lady Shavonda Gay and Alderman Louis Welch were
present. Alderman Jeff Benson was absent.

1. APPROVE AGENDA: Mayor Cook asked for a motion to approve the agenda. A
motion was made by Shavonda Gay to approve the agenda. A second motion was
given by Shanithia Gay. There was no public comment. This motion carried as all
members present voted in favor thereof.

2. APPROVE MINUTES: APPROVE MINUTES: Mayor Cook asked for a motion and a
second to approve the minutes of The April 14, 2026 meeting and dispense with
the reading. A motion was made by Emily Jennings to approve the minutes and
seconded by Louis Welch. There were no public comments. All members voted in
favor thereof.

3. APPROVE MINUTES: APPROVE MINUTES: Mayor Cook asked for a motion and a
second to approve the minutes of The April 28, 2026 special meeting and
dispense with the reading. A motion was made by Emily Jennings to approve the
minutes and seconded by Shavonda Gay. There were no public comments. All
members voted in favor thereof.

4. APPROVE EXPENSES: Mayor Cook asked for an approval for the expense report for
the month of April 2026. A motion was made by Emily Jennings and seconded by
Louis Welch to approve the expense reports. This motion carried as all members
present voted in favor thereof. There were no public comments.

5. DEPARTMENT REPORT: The chief of Police reported that there were 264 calls to the
Police Department in April of 2026. There were 185 traffic stops and 79
criminal and civil calls. The chief states that the hot weather and storms are
coming sooner than later so we are advising residents to be mindful when working
and being outside. While outside, drink plenty of water and other hydrating fluid, try



not to get overheated and stay in the shade as much as possible. Know the signs of

heat injuries and if you suspect you have a heat injury contact 911 as soon as
possible.

Water Superintendent Kevin Whitton informed the council that our water grade is
currently at a B grade. The grade dropped because out generation are not working
properly and need to be replace. We have applied for LGAP but haven’t heard if we

will receive the funding. The crew has been working on filling potholes and cutting
the grass around town.

OLD BUSINESS:
A.NONE

NEW BUSINESS:

A. The board of aldermen will consider the Introduction of Ordinance No. 2 of
2026 - An ordinance to amend the salary of the Town Clerk for the Town of Plain
Dealing, Louisiana. A motion was made by Shavonda Gay and seconded by
Emily Jennings to introduce ordinance number 2 of 2026. There were no public
comments. This motion carried as all members present voted in favor thereof.
There will be a public hearing prior to the adoption of this Ordinance at the
Town's regular meeting place in the Town Hall Meeting Room located at the
LEON SANDERS JR., MUNICIPAL COMPLEX, 205 WEST PALMETTO AVE, PLAIN
DEALING, LOUISIANA ON TUESDAY, JUNE 9, 2026 AT 6:00PM.

B. The board of aldermen will consider the Introduction of Ordinance No. 3 of
2026 - An ordinance to increase the salary of the Chief of Police for the Town of
Plain Dealing, Louisiana. A motion was made by Shavonda Gay and seconded
by Shanithia Gay to introduce the ordinance number 3 of 2026. This motion

carried as all members voted in favor thereof. There were no public comments.
There will be a public hearing prior to the adoption of this Ordinance at the Town's

regular meeting place in the Town Hall Meeting Room located at the LEON SANDERS

JR., MUNICIPAL COMPLEX, 205 WEST PALMETTO AVE, PLAIN DEALING, LOUISIANA
ON TUESDAY, JUNE 9, 2026 AT 6:00PM

C. Mayor Cook gave an update on the property on N. Cathoun. The resident senta
message to the council saying that a tree had fallen on his house and he was
not able to attend the meeting. The motor has been removed from a vehicle
that was in the yard and the vehicle is gone. Mayor Cook asked the council if
they wanted to continue with this property on select another property for
clean-up. A motion was made by Louis Welch and seconded by Emily Jennings

to remove this matter from the property standards list. This motion carried as
all members voted in favor thereof.



10.

D. The board of council will ask discuss the rule and regulations for parades and
special events. Mayor asked the council to take home the parade rules and

see if there is anything else that needs to be added the contract. Another
discussion will be held at the next council meeting.

COMMUNITY CENTER APPLICATIONS:
There were Seven community center applications to be approved by the council.

Lenora Green-Myers-Family gathering approved by phone call 5-1-2026

Community House of Prayer Mother’s Day event - 5/10/2026 approved by
Phone call. Fee waiver request.

Calhoun Chapel CME Church-community health event-6/6/2026. Fee waiver
Request

Ashley Adley- Birthday party-July 5, 2026
Community House of Prayer Father’s Day event-6/21/2026. Fee waiver request
Faith L. Harris- Baby shower-July 18, 2026

Community House of Prayer Bible based conference-8/15/2026. Fee waiver
Request

A motion to approve the community center application was made by Shavonda
Gay and Louis Welch seconded the motion. All members voted in favor thereof.

COUNCIL REMARKS:

Alderwomen Shanithia Gay mentioned that the Graduation for Plain Dealing High
School will be held on May 15, 2026 at 6:00 PM

MAYOR'S COMMENTS:

Mayor Cook reminded the council to submit the Personal Disclosure information.
The mayor also informed the council of a sweet gum tree that needed to cut near
the Cartwright building. The attorney advised the Mayor to get 3 request for
proposals prior to proceeding with the removal of the tree.



11.  ADJOURN: Alderwomen Shanithia Gay gave a motion to adjourn the meeting.
Alderman Louis Welch seconded the motion. This motion carried is all members
voted in favor thereof. The meeting was adjourned at 6:45 PM.

In accordance with the American Disability Act, if you need special assistance, please
contact Plain Dealing Town Hall at 318-326-4234 describing the assistance necessary.
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